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The 13
th
 session of the UAE-India Joint Commission Meeting (JCM) on trade, economic and technical Cooperation was held 

virtually on 17
th
 August 2020. The meeting was co-chaired by H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Cabinet 

Member and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation and Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, Hon’ble Minister 

of External Affairs, Government of India.  

 

The JCM was preceded by the Senior Officials Meeting (SOM) held virtually on 13
th
 August 2020 between H.E. Abdulnasser 

Al Shaali, Assistant Minister for Economic and Trade Affairs, UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 

and Mr Sanjay Bhattacharyya, Secretary (Consular, Passport and Visa & Overseas Indian Affairs), MEA, GoI. 

 

In preparation for the JCM and SOM, virtual meetings of the members of the 5 sub-committees from both the sides were also 

held on 10 and 11 August 2020 and discussed the agenda in various areas of cooperation including economic, trade and 

investment cooperation; consular & community affairs cooperation; defence and security cooperation; and education, culture 

and youth cooperation. 

 

While welcoming the Indian delegation, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah reiterated that the UAE has always shared strong historical ties 

with India and said, "The UAE sees in the Republic of India, a friend and a strategic partner that joins the UAE in its efforts to 

establishing pillars of the peace and security at the regional and international levels, as the two countries coordinate and 

exchange views on the most prominent geopolitical issues and developments in the region and the world, all of which are on 

the basis of mutual understanding and trust and an appreciation of the expected repercussions on political and economic 

interests for both sides." 

 

In his address, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah also highlighted the importance of the ‘UAE-India High Level Task Force on Investments’. 

In this context, he urged to further strengthen cooperation through this platform to increase the volume of mutual investments 

in the sectors of food security, healthcare, education, pharmaceutical industry, and technology; to study opportunities for 

investing in third countries, and to discuss cooperation in fields that attract investments like civil aviation, tourism, and 

international cooperation. 

 

For his part, Dr. Jaishankar praised India’s close relations of friendship and strategic cooperation with the UAE and emphasised 

keenness to develop them in a way that will meet aspirations of the two countries’ leaderships and benefit their peoples. 

Hon’ble Minister apprised that India is looking forward to participating at the Dubai Expo 2020 which will be hosted by the 

UAE next year and reflects the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between the UAE and India. 

 

13
th
 UAE - India Joint Commission Meeting 
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Hon’ble Indian Minister invited UAE for making further investments in key sectors of the Indian economy such as infrastructure 

including logistics, food parks, highways, ports, airports, renewable energy and defence. 

 

The UAE side conveyed appreciation for the significant contributions made by the Indian expatriate community and expressed 

its willingness to further strengthen links in various sectors including energy and food security. 

 

During the Joint Commission Meeting, both Ministers while welcoming cooperation and progress in the UAE-India bilateral 

relations, reaffirmed their determination to further strengthen the bilateral engagement under the aegis of the Comprehensive 

Strategic Partnership. Both sides expressed optimism over the growing trade, economic and investment cooperation between 

the two countries and agreed to strengthen cooperation in ongoing areas and also to explore cooperation in newer areas 

reflecting the changing times. 

 

In this context, both sides underscored the close cooperation during the last few months in the fight against the COVID-19 and 

discussed a joint strategy to offset the economic and social impact of the pandemic on both countries. 

 

During the meeting, the two dignitaries exchanged views in regard to the latest regional and international issues of mutual 

interest pertaining to their neighbourhood and cooperation at the United Nations and other multilateral fora. 

 

The JCM was also attended by H.E. Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of State; H.E. Abdulnasser Al 

Shaali, Assistant Minister for Economic and Trade Affairs, UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation; H.E. 

Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India; H.E. Pavan Kapoor, Indian Ambassador to the UAE; and senior officials from 

both sides. 

 

The meeting culminated on a positive note and both sides agreed to hold the next session of the UAE-India Joint Commission 

Meeting in Abu Dhabi in 2021. The specific dates of the Meeting will be finalised by both sides through diplomatic channels. 
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August 2020: H.E. Obaid bin Humaid Al Tayer, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of State for Financial Affairs has held a 

virtual meeting with Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Hon’ble Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs, Government of India to 

discuss means of bolstering cooperation with India in various fields. 

 

During the meeting, both the leaders apprised that UAE and India have had economic and cultural ties from the immemorial 

time and deliberated on ways to reinforce bilateral relations between the two countries. 

 

His Excellency Al Tayer conveyed his greetings to Smt. Sitharaman, the Government, and people of India on the occasion of 

India’s Independence Day. He also appreciated the measures taken by Indian Government to mitigate the spread of the 

COVID-19 virus, and the role of joint cooperation between the two countries in confronting the financial, economic, social 

and health repercussions of the pandemic. 

 

His Excellency reiterated that the UAE-India bilateral relations continue to evolve over time, from mere commercial 

cooperation into strategic partnership. He stressed the importance of cooperation between the two countries in the fields of 

financial policy, macroeconomic, investment, FinTech, 5G technology, and blockchain technology. 

 

In the meeting, Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman apprised about India's ambitious Rs 111 lakh crore National Infrastructure Pipeline 

(NIP) and invited UAE to invest in the project. In this context, she mentioned that with NIP, there are greater avenues between 

the UAE and India to collaborate in the field of infrastructure investment.  

 

Both the leaders agreed to cooperate in area of FinTech especially UPI & RuPay card, thereby integrating financial transactions 

between two economies. They also agreed to work together in aligning the interests of the UAE and India in various 

international forums like the G-20 and International Telecommunication Union (ITU) for achieving mutual goals. 

 

Taking the discussion forward, the two dignitaries deliberated upon the stimulus packages and financial measures taken by the 

UAE and Indian Government to support SME’s affected by the repercussions of the pandemic.  

 

The meeting was also attended by H.E. Younis Haji Al Khoori, Undersecretary, UAE Ministry of Finance; H.E. Saeed Rashid Al 

Yateem, Assistant Undersecretary - Resource and Budget Sector, UAE Ministry of Finance; and several officials from Indian 

Ministry of Finance. 

Virtual Meeting of H.E. Obaid bin Humaid Al Tayer, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of State for 

Financial Affairs with Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Hon’ble Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs, GoI 
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August 2020: H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador to India had virtually participated at the curtain raiser ceremony 

organised by International Solar Alliance (ISA) on 17
th
 August 2020 for the first “World Solar Technology Summit" scheduled 

to be held on 8
th
 September 2020. 

 

The session was attended and addressed by Shri R.K. Singh, Hon’ble Minister of State (IC) for Power and New and Renewable 

Energy and Hon’ble Minister of State for Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, Government of India and President, ISA; Mr 

Upendra Tripathy, Director General, ISA. It was also attended by several diplomats including Ambassadors and High 

Commissioners of different countries. 

 

Delivering the keynote address at the Curtain Raiser, Shri R.K. Singh congratulated ISA for conceptualizing the first ever World 

Solar Technology Summit. The event will help serve the objective and drive the necessary growth of solar energy around the 

world through innovations.  

 

He further added that at this crucial junction, when the world is striving to fight the corona pandemic, our collective efforts 

will help face this challenge and also towards achieving the objective of universal electricity access to all. Shri Singh invited all 

stakeholders to participate in the conference.                                                                           

 

In his address, Shri Upendra Tripathy said that the role of technology has drastically changed over the past few years and will 

continue to change as people look towards technology for solutions more than ever before. Further, mutual co-operation 

among the member countries has been the pillar of the solar PV revolution. “ISA must fulfill the dream of lighting every home 

by bringing the innovative and affordable technologies to forefront and World Solar Technology Summit is a stepping stone 

in that direction,” he added. 

 

 

 

 

Participation of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India  

at the Curtain Raiser organised by International Solar Alliance (ISA) 
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H.E. Pavan Kapoor, Indian Ambassador to the UAE had participated at the India-UAE Virtual Buyer and Seller Meet titled 

“Forge a New Path in COVID-19” on 20
th
 August 2020. The meet was jointly organised by Embassy of India, Abu Dhabi and 

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA), Ministry of Commerce, Government of 

India. 

 

The virtual meeting was attended by senior officials from Embassy of India in Abu Dhabi & APEDA; representatives from UAE’s 

leading supermarket chains including Lulu Group, Carrefour, Al Maya Group, KM Trading; along with major food 

exporters/importers from the UAE and India. 

 

In his keynote address, H.E. Pavan Kapoor apprised the participants about India’s potential for greater export of food products 

and highlighted the recent agricultural policy reforms undertaken by the Indian Government in line with the “Aatmanirbhar 

Bharat” vision, under which India aims to double its farm exports from the present USD 30 billion to USD 60 billion by 2022.  

 

His Excellency appreciated the positive developments witnessed between both the nations and reiterated the growth potential 

to increase cooperation in food security with the UAE. 

 

On this occasion, an e-catalogue containing details of APEDA products and list of participating companies from both the 

countries was released by H.E. Pavan Kapoor and Mr Diwakar Nath Mishra, Chairman, APEDA.  

During the virtual meet, the participating Indian Exporters’ Associations made presentations about their capabilities and 

adherence to international quality standard & food safety. From UAE side, the representatives of Lulu Group, KM Trading, 

Arab-India Spices highlighted their continued association with Indian agricultural exporters and lauded the new initiatives 

undertaken by the Government of India.  

 

 

 

 

 

Participation of H.E. Pavan Kapoor, Indian Ambassador to the UAE at the  

India-UAE Virtual Buyer and Seller Meet 
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August 2020: The UAE and India have explored ways to take bilateral relations to a higher level with special emphasis on the 

healthcare sector. This came in a webinar where the Dubai Health Authority (DHA) and Indian health officials discussed issues 

of public health and mental ailments and explored collaborative healthcare opportunities between the two countries. 

In his opening remarks, H.E. Humaid Al Qutami, Director-General, DHA noted that the UAE and India share a strong historical 

partnership and the two sides are keen to further strengthen as well as explore collaboration opportunities, particularly in 

specialized fields of healthcare.  

H.E. Al Qutami while remembering his visit to India in December 2019 said, “The aim of our visit last year to India and the 

continuation of dialogue is in line with our vision to collaborate with leading institutions in the world in the health sector to 

provide high-quality care to our patients and visitors.” We are keen to share experiences and expertise with the aim to further 

bolster the relationship between the two countries, he added. 

While addressing the webinar, Dr. Aman Puri, Consul General of India in Dubai congratulated the DHA and all Governmental 

authorities in the UAE for providing exceptional support to all residents including the Indian community during this 

unprecedented crisis. He said, “The way the UAE authorities have managed the pandemic is truly an example for the rest of 

the world. COVID-19 has brought health care to the centre stage and it is important for health systems around the world to 

build partnerships.” 

He further added, “UAE and India are strategic partners and it is important for them to continue to build a strong partnership 

in the field of healthcare. I am pleased to see the momentum and collaborative approach the two sides have in the health 

sector as it is one of the most important sectors.” 

Smt. K.K. Shailaja, Hon’ble Minister of Health and Social Welfare, Government of Kerala, congratulated the UAE Government 

for their work in containing COVID-19 and thanked for the care expats from Kerala has received in the country. She said, “We 

have a robust partnership with the UAE, one that is historic and it is a relationship we truly value and appreciate. During the 

DHA’s visit last year, we discussed specific areas of collaboration with a focus on patient care. The recent pandemic has 

reinforced the spotlight on public health and its importance.” 

The webinar was also attended by Dr. Rajeev Sadanandan, Advisor to the Chief Minister of Kerala, Government of Kerala; 

Dr. Younis Kazim, CEO, Dubai Healthcare Corporation; Dr. Farida Al Khaja, CEO - Clinical Support Services and Nursing 

Sector, DHA; along with several other senior officials and business leaders. 

UAE - India boost Healthcare Cooperation  
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Monthly News Wrap (August 2020) 

 

India set to extend 'Air Bubble' arrangement with UAE 

 Abu Dhabi's Crown Prince commits USD 25 mn to expand 

Unified Champion Schools to 6 countries including India 

 

Indian Government have agreed to 

extend the special flight services 

between the UAE and India under an 

‘Air Bubble’ arrangement, which 

allows carriers of both countries to 

operate repatriation flights. Read 

More 

 

 

India will be among six countries to 

benefit from a USD 25 million grant 

commissioned by the UAE under the 

Unified Champion School 

worldwide programme with an aim 

to empower intellectually disabled 

children. Read More 

UAE remains top destination of India’s electronics exports  ADNOC eyes India's lubricant market 

 

India achieved a 34% growth in its 

export of electronics goods and 

components during 2019-20, with 

the Middle East and the UAE among 

the top export destinations. Read 

More  

 

 

The Adnoc Distribution, UAE’s 

largest fuel retailer, announced that 

it is evaluating potential 

opportunities in the Indian lubricant 

market as it is on track to expand its 

global footprint. Read More 

DP World increases Indian presence with acquisitions 

 Dubai sets up trading platform to connect with Indian 

farmers 

 

Dubai-based ports operator DP 

World has expanded its logistics 

presence in India through the 

acquisition of three units of the 

Transworld Group by its subsidiary 

Unifeeder ISC (Indian Subcontinent) 

platform. Read More 

 

 

Dubai Multi Commodities Centre 

(DMCC), has launched Agriota E-

Marketplace, a technology-driven 

agri-commodity trading and 

sourcing platform to connect Indian 

farmers with food companies in the 

UAE. Read More 

India to allow foreign firms to retail petrol and diesel 

 Invest in Sharjah webinar explores opportunities for Indian 

businesses 

 

India’s Ministry of Petroleum and 

Natural Gas has liberalized guidelines 

for bulk and retail marketing of 

petrol and diesel, offering new 

opportunities for foreign oil 

companies, including those in the 

Gulf, to enter the lucrative energy 

business. Read More 

 

 

The Sharjah FDI Office, Invest in 

Sharjah, organised an interactive 

business webinar to introduce 

emerging prospects and investment 

opportunities in competitive sectors 

to potential investors and businesses 

from across India, and to highlight 

the range of services and facilities 

offered by various Government 

organisations in Sharjah. Read More 

UAE-based Vindico partners with Anarock Retail for Indian 

retail foray 

 Indian fashion portal Myntra eyes Gulf expansion after 

Noon-Namshi tie-up 

 

UAE based retail design company 

Vindico has entered into a strategic 

partnership with India based Anarock 

Retail to offer scientifically 

developed post-Covid design 

solutions to retail stores across India. 

Read More 

 

 

Walmart-owned Indian fashion and 

apparel online platform Myntra is 

eyeing further expansion in the GCC 

market, after it entered into 

partnership with the UAE based e-

commerce giants Noon and Namshi. 

Read More 

https://www.arabianbusiness.com/transport/451254-india-set-to-extend-air-bubble-arrangement-with-the-uae
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/transport/451254-india-set-to-extend-air-bubble-arrangement-with-the-uae
https://www.specialolympics.org/stories/news/special-olympics-global-ambassadors-share-news-of-global-expansion-of-special-olympics-unified-champion-schools
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/economy/uae-remains-top-destination-of-indias-electronics-exports
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/economy/uae-remains-top-destination-of-indias-electronics-exports
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/corporate/adnoc-eyes-indias-lubricant-market
https://www.dpworld.com/news/releases/dp-world-acquires-feeder--regional-trade-operators/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/agriculture/new-e-market-platform-launched-to-bridge-gap-between-indian-farmers-and-uae-food-industry/articleshow/77821545.cms
http://www.wam.ae/en/details/1395302860271
http://www.wam.ae/en/details/1395302865665
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/retail/anarock-retail-partners-vindico-for-post-covid19-store-designs-leasing/articleshow/77499300.cms?from=mdr
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/retail/450835-walmart-owned-indian-fashion-portal-myntra-eyes-gulf-expansion-after-noon-namshi-tie-up
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Major Upcoming Events 

20-22 October. 2020 
Annual Investment Meeting (AIM) 
View Details 

09-10 November. 2020 
Middle East Investment Summit 
View Details 

09-12 November. 2020 
ADIPEC Strategic and Technical Conference 
View Details 

 

25-27 November. 2020 
CPHI & P-MEC India 
View Details 

 

06-09 December. 2020 
UAE Maritime Week 
View Details 

06-10 December. 2020 
GITEX Technology Week 
View Details 

10-12 December. 2020 
Renewable Energy India Expo 
View Details 

03-05 February. 2021 
Annapoorna ANUFOOD 
View Details 

15-17 March. 2021 
Middle East Energy 
View Details 

16-19 May. 2021 
Arabian Travel Market 
View Details 

23-29 May. 2021 
Abu Dhabi International Book Fair 
View Details 

7-9 June. 2021 
Automechanika 
View Details 

21-24 June. 2021 
Arab Health 
View Details 

07-09 September. 2021 
SIAL Middle East 
View Details 

 

12-15 September. 2021 
The Big 5: International Building & Construction Show 
View Details 

1 October 2021 - 31 March. 2022 
Expo 2020 
View Details 

https://www.aimcongress.com/
https://www.terrapinn.com/conference/middle-east-investment-summit/index.stm
https://www.adipec.com/
https://www.cphi.com/india/en/home.html
https://www.uaemaritimeweek.com/en/home.html
https://www.gitex.com/what-is-gitex
https://renewableenergyindiaexpo.com/
https://www.anufoodindia.com/
https://www.middleeastelectricity.com/en/home.html
https://arabiantravelmarket.wtm.com/
https://adbookfair.com/en/default.aspx
https://automechanika-dubai.ae.messefrankfurt.com/dubai/en.html
https://www.arabhealthonline.com/en/Home.html
https://www.sialme.com/
https://www.thebig5.ae/
https://www.expo2020dubai.com/


 


